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My Brothers and Sisters, I wish to address you further in this the Second Part of my Charge. 

 

As a Diocese, we rejoice to be able to enter into another Synod. We rejoice in these challenging 

COVID-19 times because the Synod continues, as do so many other elements of our church 

function. 

 

The synod process in which we engage is a part of the ancient practice of representative 

democracy, where persons from all parts of an entity come together to express the full identity of 

that entity, to affirm their common purpose, to be accountable and to give reports. 

 

COVID-19 has dealt the world a devastating blow but it is not a blow from which we cannot 

recover. Indeed, we were on the way to recovery before now. We have responded well as a 

Diocese, as I outlined in my Charge last evening, and we continue to respond. 

 

This gathering is therefore a celebration of what God has done, and of what God can do.  

 

Our main task now, as a Diocese, is to press forward with all passion and vigor, energized by the 

Holy Spirit and trusting in the Lord. We continue to be the Church because God continues to be 

God.  

 

Once again, I commend the resilience and the creativity exhibited by parishes, clergy and lay 

leaders. This creativity and passion must go with us if we are to resume full normalcy, and 

become what God has for us to be ordinarily – and in these COVID times. 

 

The Way Forward in 2021 

 

There have been a number of discussions on the way forward, in our parishes, at the 

Archdeaconry level and as clergy. In the new church’s year there are two things in particular to 

which I would draw your attention. 
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First of all, we are going to ask laypersons from all over the Diocese to give 2 minute 

testimonials. This information has been passed on to your parishes, having been discussed in our 

clergy groupings. 

 

We want laypersons to give personal testimonies about what God has done for you through this 

recent period of restrictions, cautiousness and lockdowns. Tell how God has brought you 

through, how your faith has been strengthened, and about what God is calling you to do. We 

want to hear the stories and to share those stories across the Diocese and the wider community, 

and let people know how God has come through for us. 

 

Stand by, because you may be asked to give a testimony in your parish. 

 

Secondly, we are planning to have an Advent Sermon Series over the four Sundays of Advent. 

This sermon series, again, has come out of our several discussions. The theme will be 

“Reigniting True Worship”, looking at four key words: Regroup, Refocus, Retool and Reengage. 

Look out for the Sermon Series in your parish. Begin praying for the series NOW, for your 

clergy who will be delivering them, and for all the parishes of the diocese. 

 

These two activities, the personal testimonies and the Advent Sermon Series, will launch us, with 

vigor, into the church’s new year, which begins on Advent Sunday, 29th November. They are a 

part of our celebration of: 

 

a) what God has done for us  

b) how God has sustained us 

c) how God has given us the resilience to respond to the pandemic landscape  

d) how we reimagine the function as a church 

e) how we commit even more to serve  

 

I am calling on all Anglicans to celebrate what God has done for us and to commit to moving 

forward into God’s glorious future. We have already overcome the challenges presented by 

COVID in so many ways, and there is more overcoming to do. What we have not accomplished 

yet, and what we still struggle to figure out, are all enfolded into God’s KNOWING the plan 

already. Therefore, we trust Him and we ask Him to carry us forward. 

 

God remains our God, we are still the Church. For that we give thanks. In this 117th Session of 

Synod, we come together, we give an account and we look forward to what God will do through 

our parishes, through our clergy and lay leaders, and through all of the members of His Holy 

Church. 

 

I report to the Synod. I challenge the Synod. I say to the Synod: let us move forward into God’s 

glorious plans for the future. Amen. 

 


